
“DOWN IN THE DUMP” 

DENISE DEGARMO, PHD

Special Meeting of the City Commission November 
22, 2021

First Reading of the following Ordinance,(C.R. 4105), 
Beresford Reserve 



STIPULATION OF BIASES

• I am a resident of  Volusia County and have been so since 2017

• I do not live in Deland nor do I have any economic interests in Deland 

• I have no desire to run for political office in the county 

• I have no attachment to the Beresford Reserve property 

• My only concern is for the fate of those who live directly next to 800 
East Euclid Avenue, within a proximate distance to 800 East Euclid Avenue 
and for the community at large. These are the people who will carry the 
burden of your decisions as City Commissioners in regard to the 
development of the property in question



CONCERNS OF THE 
CONSTITUENTS

Public health concerns regarding developing 
an area on top of a  mixed array of toxic 
waste. 

Concerns with maintaining and improving 
citizens’ quality of life. 

The perception that citizens are being left 
behind in the dust (contaminated dust at 
that) with their opinions and concerns being 
ignored and overlooked



THE QUESTION OF TONIGHT’S 
DIALOGUE

To Build or Not to Build at 800 East Euclid Avenue, 
That is the Question



LONG HISTORY OF THE COMINGS AND 
GOINGS OF 800 EAST EUCLID AVENUE

SAND MINE DUMP GOLF 
COURSE

ABANDONED 
PROPERTY



IN SUM

Dump emerged in 1940s/1950s until 1960s. It was an open dump 
-anyone could use it and dump whatever they wanted.  It was 
opened 24 hours a day. 

There were no restrictions.  There were no records kept 
identifying what was being placed. No one – not even the 
city has any idea who was dumping nor what they 
dumped.

The dump was always on fire because there was so much trash 
being disposed, nothing could be done to control it other than 
burn it.  

As one Delandite recalled, all 6000 residents of Deland at that 
time dumped at site so they didn’t have to bury waste in their 
yards any more. 



• The property formerly known as 
the dump, eventually became a golf 
course
• Former golf course poses a 

significant risk to the environment 
and public health on its own
• But now the toxics from the golf 

course have had time to mix and 
percolate with the previous 
contaminants found in the dump



THE INFAMOUS LIST

Arsenic
Barium
Chromium
Gasoline

Nitrates
Oils

Solid Waste

Heavy 
Metals: 

Lead
Copper
Nickel
Cadmium  
Mercury 
Silver
Zirconium

ALL-STAR LIST 
OF MOST 

DANGEROUS
Chromium

Tetrachloroethe
ne

Pesticides:

Beta- BHC
Chlordane 
Dieldrin
Toxaphene



THE FALSE 
NARRATIVE OF 

THE DEVELOPER You are being lulled into a false sense of security 
because while the developer admits to some 
problematic areas of contamination they have distracted 
you from the real problem of the dangerous secrets 
that lurk below the soils and water at this property. 

Don't fret citizens of Deland, we have a plan. We will 
“cleanup” toxic materials through source removal, soil 
relocation, engineering controls, capping areas of solid 
waste and employing water use restrictions to diminish 
ground water impacts.  Citizens of Deland, this is all you 
need to know.  We have the problem under control so 
say good bye to all of your worries and fears.



HONEST STEWARDSHIP? 



WHAT AREN’T YOU BEING 
TOLD

This map clearly identifies the City of Deland 
drinking water wells.  They are located within 
1 mile of the former Southridge Golf Course 

Site.  What is referred to as the cone of 
depression - a depression in the groundwater 

that has the shape of an inverted cone and 
develops around a well from which water is 

being withdrawn - is very likely to pull Floridan 
groundwater from the Sandhill site toward the 
city wells.  In other words, the movement of 

contamination is not stagnant



AND THEN THERE IS THIS …..

• Soil removal, soil relocation or grading techniques do not remedy the 
toxicity of the materials  - it only moves the problem to a different 
location.   

• Dilution through soil distribution only provides a dispersion or covering 
of the toxic material – it does not eliminate it. Toxic materials remain in 
place and continue to remain on site, doing damage through continued 
exposure.

• There is no comprehensive knowledge about the extent of previous 
pollution from the early days therefore, you can never really be sure you  
have actually remedied the situation.

• One cannot forget that remediation will also allow for dispersal of 
contaminants through the wind, dust and water pathways.  If people 
were not sick before they very well could exhibit health issues as the 
remediation is under way.



YOU MUST DO BETTER

The evidence warrants a more thorough and 
comprehensive analyses of the various aspects of 
contamination. 

If developed, the city needs to ensure its constituents 
that proper remediation will be completed and health 
hazards will be eliminated and water quality protected.  

The decision made by the City Commission has serious 
long -term implications for the people of Deland.

This is not a decision that can be rushed into when all 
the information has not been evaluated.  

It is my understanding that this city has already run into 
serious issues regarding the development of the 
Country Club Estates of DeLand, where a serious 
cancer cluster emerged - this should serve as a 
reminder that this decision should not be rushed into.

The people of Deland have the right to demand you do 
better..”



FOR MORE INFORMATION OR 
COPIES OF THIS PRESENTATION:

denise_degarmo@mac.com


